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Front Gozy Riohard SehoMor 



Background Infot It waa decided to hold off this final series of interrieia until 
it oould be asoertalnad that suoh a series of interviews would not 
be reported to «hilio Fernandes, the subjeet of the inveetlgation, bgr friends in Martin* 
burg. 

' Interviews t 

1. Mfs. Margaret lathervn Hoover— relntervlewi Mrs. Hoover provided 4> itens uhleh 

she had found slnee last trip to 

Martlnsburg. They luolude two used airplane tickets froon Altoona to Pittsburg, part 
of a parent's pemissloa eard for driver eduotlon at Coral Gables Sr. Hl{^ School 
for Wallgrrla S. Fernandes signed by both of her parents, and part of an applloatlon 
^or pan imsrioan Driving School which Included the signature of Julio Fernandes Jr. 

Part of an address Is Included on the latteri liendliid, ley Blsoayne. 

Mrs. Hoover repeated soaathlng which had been aentloned at an earlier date but 
idiloh I had absentmlnriedTy omnltted from sy earlier nsnos. One of the itens iddoh 
she sent to Senator Soott lAilch struck her as unusual was a portion of a letter idiioh 
included the words '*oa» they are on the run.” 

In response to question, she reported that the Fernandas 's were Catholic and 
that they went to ohmieh la Mswiy, which has the nearest CathoUo ohureh. 

Mrs. Hoover reported that Dr. Fernandes had left town twice about the tl— of the 
assassination, but wasn't sure how auoh before the 22nd these brief trips took plaee. 

Mra. Hoover was aoctreaely helpful In identifying neighbors who wight know sows* 
t hin g about the Fernandeses and arranging Interviews with thaw. I seriously doubt 
that sows of these people would have even let as inside their hoaes had she not called 
first. Ihls Is a saall town and aany of the people In It are paranoid about ooaninlsta. 
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2. Mrs. Pdle Salth— oomer of Walnut and B. AUegenhy—SW eomar— aoross the street 
froa the Fernandes's foraer residenee at 400 B. AUegehnyt She Is veiy elderly and 
hard to understand and speak with, but she verified Mrs. Hoover's elala that ears 
ease late at# nl^t to visit the Fernandeses prior to the assassination and parked 
out back of the house. She ooudd provide no other pahtleulsrs. 



3* Mr. lent Miller end w^^**401 B. Allegehzy**HB eomor of Intereeotion of Walnut 
and Allegehiy — aoro a a the street froa the Fernandes's fomor rasidenoa on tha SB 
oomsr of this junctloni lhay reported that Br. Femandaa was away a lot ths suMar 
bafora tha faadiy laft Martlnsburg and that hs elalaad that hs was going to eoUega 
soBSshare. fiisy varlfisd Mrs. Hoovar's olala of ooeaslonal visits of oars late at 
night, b4t said that thay had only seen then a faw tines, possibly baoanaa thay do 
net have a view of tha area behind the house where 1^, Hoover said that thoy parked. 

Ha verified Iba. Hoover's report that the Femsndesee sttanled the Catholic Church 
in Hewzy and also that Ir. Pemandes sent out anoh aall. Mr. Miller said that hs was 
always at ths aallJbac wa llin g lattsra. (ttra. Hoover told ae that be was oftan up in 
his rooB typing letters.) 

MUl***. prevWed Boet of ^ infonatlon, advised that I eentaet I^w 
UtirMn* now a eoUog# atndonty aiiio# ho ■oo't haro known Dr« Famandaa'a son Jiilioa 

Ho io uodor tho laproasion that Jollo had orgazilaad bom sort of atndont group in 
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th« hi^ aohool. Hit father's address 1st Mr. Ceell Vtoirsan, 506 Z. iUegehiiQr. 

Hi recalls that Mrs. Pemandei got a Job in Altoona at a Children's Aid Society 
of seas sort and after that taught at Roaring Springs Junior High. 

The daughter had a boyfriend froa New York vho Tisited reasonably frequently. 

Hone of the guys in town dated her because one of the parents would go out on dates 
with her and one of the parents would eren stay up with she andher date in the hoas 
after the date in the old Spanish custoa. 

Ihe older son talked a lot about conminists. The father's English was bad and 
hard to understand. Mr. Miller finds it hard to beliere that he was able to teach 
^'An the School since he is so hard to understand. 

Mr. I flll er reported that the son was in Martinsburg moh of the tins and that 
rueor has it that he is now in Washington with an inportant Job. He was an excellent 
artist and had an ambition to study art. 

Mr. Miller is pretty sure that the Fernandezes left town in August of 1964. 

He advised that I interview the school principal Just as Mrs. Hoover had since 
the principal was allegedly one of the Femandezea best frAands. 

Ifr. leon KentsinCTr~ 308 H. Wall St.~ 793«2355“Hi^ School Principal, Martinsburg 
Core Junior High Sohooli According to Mr. Kentsinger, "I knew them twice as well as 
anyone in town." Ha reported having given the Fernandezes a great deal of help in 
getting settled in Martingburg and in obtaining financing for furniture for their 
house, etc. 

b reported that the people of MartinsbuBg generally did not like them baoaas# 
they were Cubans, but primarily because they weren't clean and weren't good heueeMeepere. 
Mr. Kenteinger paaeed thia off. os did Mrs. Hoover, on the fact that they were from a 
rich background and had never had to do these things for themselves. He reports generally 
liking them. 

To the best of Mr. Kentslnger'a knowledge they hsd little or no money when they 
arrived in Martinsburg and when they arrived everyone helped eut so they oould get 
settled. They bought second hand furniture other things on a payment plan, and 
although when they left Martinaburg they had not yet paid their bills, they did so 
after they left (gradually). 

Both Mr. Centsinger and Mr. Miller mentioned that the Fernandes boy was intensely 
interested in oars and that he insisted on driving to school and got into trouble be- 
eause of many of his antics. Mr. Kentisinger related the fact that the son was wild 
and out of oontrol to the fact that the two elder children not been under their 
parents supervision during part of the time when they were in the process of leaving 
Cuba and settling in Miami. 

Bs mentioned the daughter's boyfriend and made the same cousaenta as Mr. Miller. 

Both he and Mr. MLUer reported that the boyfriend normally stayed down at the hotel 
when he came to town. Both were cure that the boyfriend was from Hew York and that 
he had How York plates on his car and that he was Cuban. Mr. Kentsinger was of the 
opinion that the boyfriend had driven them up from Miami, and that be had fled from 
Cuba in a small boat, and that his father, who is now dead, was a very rich man. 

Mr. Kentsinger had heard that the son had taken art in How York City and that 
one of the teachers at the school had rumf into and he reported that he was 
doing wall as an artist. Ho sti ll gets Christmas cards from the Fernandezes in Qoehen 
Hew Yoxdc. 

Aeeording to Mr. Eentsigger. Dr. Fernandez "kaw the power of the pen" and would 
"only reaort to force if be was sure of winning. " He gave no iniioationB bf being anti-JFI 
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but was erltioal of US polioj tovarda Cuba undar JFK« basieallj Btaintalng that the 
US wasn’t doing all it should to help Cabans who were trying to onrthrow Castro. 

ioeording to >Ir« Kentsinger, Fernandes left within two weeks of iug. 10» 1964. 

He prowised to provide the exact date if he could locate it. He left suddenly, re* 
portedly because he got a better position near N.T. He was interested in art and 
theater and wanted to be near New York City beeause it is a oultural center. 

In presence Hr. Kentsinger contacted Warren R. Swith, Superintendent 
of Spring Cove Sohools, by phone, and asked hlii what he could reroinber about the 
oirouastanees of m* Fomandea's eiq;>lQyiaent. icoording to Mr. Salth, a branch of 
' the U.S. Office of Bduoation contacted Smith and asked if they had ary positions 
for Cuban refugees. Ihe Junior High needsd a Spanish teacher so ho ropUed in the 
affimative. They got the records of one nan and decided to take hin. but he took 
another Job before they got him. The superintendant then called the bureau and they 
recoBBaended Famandea. 

Mr. Kentsinger recoanended that I contact Mrs. Inna Ashhurst in Martinsburg who 
speaks Spanish and therefore had occasion to converse with Mr. Fernandes. 

Mr. Kensinger rsoonaended that I contact Mr. Hlalr Bloe, as did Mrs. Hoover, 

booause he was a close friend of the Fomandoses and helped t^iem out znaxy times. 

Mrs. Hoover had reported that ha had pickod them up in the nomlizg. Bice formerly 
lived 5 houses East on lUegehry street from the Fernandeses. Be formerly edited 
the Martinsburg Hsrald and had writtsn articles about Fernandas. He is currently 
attached to the iltocna lOrror in Altoona and the Pennsylvania Mirror in State 
College, Pa. Ha lives near Bellefonte, Pa., and Mr. Kensinger promised to get 
me his address. Hr. Kentsinger reported that Blair Bice was the only other person 
in Martinsburg who had really befriended the Fernandeses . 

As with Mr. Millar, I promised to contact Mr. Kentsinger in the near future 
and send him copies of ry newspaper articles. 

5^ Donald G. Hoover in the home of his mother, Mrs. Margaret Hoover (his address 
is HD 2, Martinsbarg*«-793-3683)i Don is not too bright and does not have a parti- 
cularly good memory for much of axything wAieh happened five years ago. He could 
remember very little about the Fernandeses. 

Don had never had axy buslnsss dealingw with the Fernandeses but suggested 
that I oontaot Zeke’e Moving A Storage who sold them all their furniture. 

Don reported that in addition to his mother, Gerald Kauffiuin and the Whitaers 
had reported oars ooming and going at night, and/or the fact that the blinds were 
down axxi the family bad not gone out of the house after the assassination, file 
Vftiitmrs (first nans unreoalled) formerly resided in the house next to the Fernandeses, 
at 402 East AUegehiy St., but now live in Harrisburg. According to the Killers, Don 
and Mrs. Hoover, and Mr. Kentsinger, thy would be unable to sixpply axy additioxial 
ixiformation and would only be usefal for foxrther oooxroboratlon of what I already knew. 

Son xan't remember the incident at night reported by Mrs. Hoover in ny tape re- 
corded interview with her, but did not dispute the fact that he could have given the 
Cubans something one evexiing— he Just souldn’t ramsmbsr it. 

Don gavo a few more pieces of things which were town gossip and have been 

imported from a first hand source elsewhere. 

60 Mrs. Ma ms Iheter— owner and manager, Tbeter's Hotel A Restaurant— 108 E. AUegehxys 
This is the only hotel in town and is the oxte designated by the witnesses as the place 
where lAr. Fernandez aixi his gussts stayed. Mx^. Theter went over the guest register 



with wm but we were unable to find the name of axy guest from N.T. who she could not 
identify as a relative of someone in town or as a hunter. Tho same was true for Ifiaml 

and Florida in goneral. Thore was therefore no indication of the Identity of aiy of 
MT 0 Fernandes's guests or of his daughter's bcyfrlexil from I.T. Most interesting of 
all was the fact that Nr. Fernandes himself had xxot signed the Mgistered when he 
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first arrlTsd in Murtinsburg and stayed in the hotel. Mrs. Vsetar had aseruned that he 
hadp since all of the guests are expected to, but observed that his handwriting was 
quite flowery and easy to spot and that it was not# in the book. It is noteworthy 
that from her description of the handvritiiig, it was very likely the handwriting found 
on the note looatod hy Mrs. Hoover. Mrs. Fernandes's handwriting, and that of the son 
and daughter \nre described by those who had soen it as not unusual, but everyone des* 
oribed 1 ^. Fernandex's as flowery aixi f emals-like , very perfect and artistic. 

Ascordlng to her, rumor Is that the Fernandez girl is studying in Baltimore. l! 4 D. 

Cnnelusion: Verification was found for Mrs. Hoover's claim that cars had visited 

the Fernandeses prior to the assassination. This plus Fernandes's 
letter writing suggests the pobhibility that he is a major figure in the Cuban under- 
ground, especially when viewed with regard to his background. Ill infonaation gathering 
in Martinsburg which seems feasible has been done, with the possible exception of oon- 
taoting Mrs. Anna Ashhurst. 

_ It Bdg^t prove fruitful to pursue the possibility that Julio Fernandez, the son, 
is in New York stikiying art, and that tho daughter is in Baltimore. In additAon, the 
daughter's boyfriend from New York might be of some interest. 

1 will write both Mr. Kentslnger and Mr. Miller have promisod to try to pro- 
vide further information, and will write Mr. Bloe for copies of his artioles eonoeming 
Fernandes's baokground. 






Addendum to J-femo of 12/13/68 Re: Martinsbui^ attach to the memo at bottom of last page 



Addendum: BoOi I^. Marne Teeter (Intervie^ above) and a Mrs. Leidy, a friend of hers 

oontribirted the foUodLng additional information: Rumor has it that the 

s boyfri^ oame from Cuba (swan part of -ttie way) and had a rich father in 
marni vhodied before he came over. The boy allegedly lived with his aunts in Miami, 
according to rumor, the girl is going to the Dnbassy (supposedly Cuban) in Balt. 

^ school, Adam Long, st^posedly went down to Wash- 

ington to help the Fernandezes move \xp to M 2 ir*tlnsburg. 

One from New Yoric was turned in the Hotel’s guest register which could not 

Neoclti Dev. Co., 375 Park Ave., N.Y. According to Mre. 
Teeter, the girl's boyfriend visited the hotel three times. 



